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This is a bold and noble reinterpretation of tradition,
one of several examples which go to show that he was sin-
cere and original.
Like the Prophet he seems to have experienced intui-
tions which came to him with the authority of a divine
visitation. One of these occurred during the cruel prac-
tice of an animal-drive, when the game were penned into
an enclosure, and wholesale slaughter followed. Suddenly
'a strange state of strong ecstasy came upon him. ... a
sublime joy took possession of his bodily frame, and the
lure of the vision of God shed its light on him'.
These phrases are taken from different authors, the
first from the critical Badaoni, the second from the devoted
Abul Fazl. They are agreed that he immediately ordered
the hunt to be stopped, and proceeded to give alms to the
poor and to the fakirs, that he shaved his head, and laid the
foundations of a great building to commemorate this vision.
It seems clear that it was some kind of realization of the
unity of all life which is the underlying thought of Hindu-
ism; 'some thought that the beasts of the forest had with
tongueless speech revealed divine secrets to him*. It is
clear that like all his gifted family, he was a combination
of gifts and tendencies not often found in one person.
A mighty hunter he was also a lover of nature, and sensitive
to her voices.
Of his interest in the sun-worship of the Parsis, we have
clear evidence. He learned their rites and was accustomed
to prostrate himself before the sun and before fire; a fire-
temple was built within the palace, and Abul Fazl was
put in charge; courtiers were bidden to stand as the lamps
were lit in solemn reverence for fire, which is Agni the priest
among the gods of ancient India, whom the emperor had
long worshipped with his Rajput queens in the Horn or Fire
Rite. It is this reverence which helps to explain, if it does
not condone, his passionate outburst when a lamp-lighter was
hurled from the palace walls for carelessness in his duty.
From his Rajput wives Akbar no doubt learned too the
Gayatri, the orthodox salute to the sun, in whose worship
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